2027 Program Schedule About LEAD West Plains

Founded in 2023 with a mission to develop

February 26-27* - Opening Retreat emerging leaders and inspired by past
programs that have had far-reaching and
March 3 - Community Leadership lasting impacts, the Greater West Plains Area

Chamber of Commerce worked to develop a

new program to deepen community

knowledge and leadership. The first LEAD

cohort was formed in 2024 with resounding

March 17 - Impact of Industry success and momentum to continue moving
West Plains forward.

March 10 - Government

March 24 - Business and Entrepreneurship
March 31* - Community Tour
April 7 - Regional Economic Development

April 14 - Impact of Education
“The LEAD program provides a behind-the-
scenes look at what makes a good leader and
a strong community. Learning directly from
local leaders gave me real-world insight that

April 21 - Impact of Rural Healthcare

April 28* - Community Tour has shaped how | approach challenges,
collaborate with others, and work toward
May 5 - Community Development meaningful change.”

Luke Hurtt, LEAD WP Class of 2025
May 6 - Graduation, Chamber Luncheon

*Denotes all day or travel required.
Regular sessions are 8 a.m. to noon.

“LEAD allowed me to connect with others and
listen to local leaders provide a variety of
different skills and knowledge to one day

make a positive impact within the community

and the workplace.”
Cass Johnson
LEAD WP Class of 2024




Program Details

Individuals will network with a group of
diverse business and community leaders
and make strong connections throughout
the area to support professional and
personal growth. Core program components
include leadership development and
community education.
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“The program challenges you to think differently
as a leader, connect with people from a variety
of industries, and gain insight into businesses

and organizations that make West Plains thrive."

Jared Cates, LEAD WP Class of 2026

inspired to use my strengths and creativity to
positively impact the people around me. The e
relationships, conversations, and experiences

throughout the program have left me @

info@wpchamber.com

www.wpchamber.com

motivated to lead with greater purpose and
connection.” ﬁ 397 Jackie D. Garrett Drive

Lindsey Thompson, LEAD WP Class of 2026 West Plains, MO 65775
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	About LEAD West Plains
	Founded in 2023 with a mission to develop emerging leaders and inspired by past programs that have had far-reaching and lasting impacts, the Greater West Plains Area Chamber of Commerce worked to develop a new program to deepen community knowledge and leadership. The first LEAD cohort was formed in 2024 with resounding success and momentum to continue moving West Plains forward.
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	Opening Retreat
	The opening retreat is an overnight experience providing an opportunity for participants to learn about each other and themselves, exploring the ultimate question:
	“Who Am I?”  Program participants will work individually and together to explore themes of leadership and personality to help build capacity to become high-impact, thoughtful leaders. The 2027 retreat will be held at The Landing-Current River in Van Buren, Missouri.

	Pillars of the Program
	Leadership principles will be a course theme as participants explore four pillars of inquiry and information: Business, Education, Healthcare and Government.
	The program will culminate  with conversations centered on how these pillars all support economic and community development, making sense of what we do and making what we do matter.

	Program Details
	Individuals will network with a group of diverse business and community leaders and make strong connections throughout the area to support professional and personal growth. Core program components include leadership development and community education.
	Topics will be presented by area experts leading meaningful discussions on topics relevant to their field.
	Schedule commitment includes three (3) full days, nine (9) half days and a luncheon graduation. Participants are expected to attend all sessions, but may miss up to two with prior permission.
	Tuition for the program is $500 per person, which includes overnight retreat. Two partial scholarships are available from the Chamber.
	Class size is 10-15 participants from various sectors across the community.
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